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of the Mason and Gorges claims was not dishonor-
able, and while it may have been unwise and, in
equity, unjust, it was not without excuse. The
Government listened to complaints of persecution,
as any sovereign power is required to do, and was
naturally impressed with the weightiness of some
of the charges; yet so little inclined was it to
tamper with Massachusetts that the colony might
have succeeded, for a longer time at least, in
maintaining the integrity of its control, had not
the question of colonial trade brought matters to
a crisis.

Under Charles II, finances presented a difficult
problem, for Parliament in controlling appropria-
tions took no responsibility for the collection
of money granted. To meet the deficit which
during the earlier years of the reign was ever
present, efforts were made to increase the revenue
from customs, and so successful was this- policy
that, after 1675, these customs revenues came to
be looked upon as among England's greatest
sources of wealth. Now, inasmuch as trade with
the colonies was one of the largest factors contri-
buting to this result, England, as she could not
afford to maintain colonies that would do nothing
to aid her, came more and more to value her